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Our Responsibilities for Animals
Chih-Ming Ke"

Abstract

This article returns from the criticism of Peter Singer and Tom Regan's
animal ethics to Immanuel Kant’s viewpoints. Through analyzing the
existential relationship among human beings, nature, and animals, this
article points out the moral responsibility of human beings for animals, and
establishes the eternal foundation and meaning of people’s correct treatment
of animals. Opposing Singer and Regan’s viewpoints, this article denies that
animals and people have equal moral status and rights. This article argues
that animals and human beings are essentially different and do not have
equal moral status, so they should not be treated equally. However, since
people have no sovereignty over nature and animals, and they have long
received the benefits provided by animals directly or indirectly, so they
should not hurt them arbitrarily, and they should not treat them maliciously
without reason. However, in order to achieve the eternal value of humanity,
people should be ethically allowed to use animals, but they must be treated
in accordance with the existential status of the animals and their traits. For
example, they should not be maltreated or we should not make them suffer
for no reason, and we should be responsible for this. Ultimately, nature and
animals are mysteries to human beings. We must treat them with piety and
caution, and accept the possibility that we will commit the inevitable wrongs
on them.
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Professor of Philosophy in Department of Ecological Humanities at Providence University.
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